
THE INSECT PEST AND PLANT DISEASE ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 189 of 1931

286.228 Violation of certain laws, rules, or orders; civil infraction; fines; limitation;
misdemeanor; felony; liability; "person" defined; applicability.
Sec. 28. (1) A person, other than a person who is required to be licensed under this act, who violates

section 20 or an order issued under section 20 is responsible for a state civil infraction and shall be fined not
more than $1,000.00 plus expenses incurred by the department in abating the nuisance.

(2) If a person who is required to be licensed under this act violates section 20 or an order issued under this
section 20, the director shall impose on the person an administrative fine of not more than $1,000.00 plus
expenses incurred by the department in abating the nuisance.

(3) A person, other than a person who is required to be licensed under this act, who violates section 23 or a
rule promulgated or regulation issued under section 23, or who violates section 18(b) or a permit issued under
section 18(b) with respect to an insect pest or plant disease that is the basis of a quarantine imposed by the
director or the United States department of agriculture, is responsible for a state civil infraction and shall be
fined not less than $1,000.00 or more than $10,000.00. However, if the person voluntarily reported the
violation to the department before it was otherwise known to the department or the person had reason to
believe the violation was about to become known to the department, the person shall be fined not more than
$500.00.

(4) If a person who is required to be licensed under this act violates section 23 or a rule promulgated or
regulation issued under section 23, or violates section 18(b) or a permit issued under section 18(b) with
respect to an insect pest or plant disease that is the basis of a quarantine imposed by the director or the United
States department of agriculture, the director shall impose on the person an administrative fine of not less than
$1,000.00 or more than $10,000.00. However, if the person voluntarily reported the violation to the
department before it was otherwise known to the department or the person had reason to believe the violation
was about to become known to the department, the director shall impose on the person an administrative fine
of not more than $500.00.

(5) Beginning September 1, 2005, a person who knowingly violates section 23 or an order issued or rule
promulgated under section 23, or who knowingly violates section 18(b) or a permit issued under section 18(b)
with respect to an insect pest or plant disease that is the basis of a quarantine imposed by the director or the
United States department of agriculture, is guilty of a misdemeanor and may be imprisoned for not more than
1 year and shall be fined not less than $1,000.00 or more than $10,000.00.

(6) Beginning September 1, 2005, a person who intentionally violates section 23 or an order issued or rule
promulgated under section 23, or who intentionally violates section 18(b) or a permit issued under section
18(b) with respect to an insect pest or plant disease that is the basis of a quarantine imposed by the director or
the United States department of agriculture, for the purpose of causing damage to plants, plant products,
natural resources, or agricultural, silvicultural, or horticultural products or resources, is guilty of a felony
punishable by imprisonment for not more than 5 years or a fine of not more than $250,000.00, or both.

(7) A person who violates section 23 or a rule promulgated or order issued under section 23, or who
violates section 18(b) or a permit issued under section 18(b) with respect to an insect pest or plant disease that
is the basis of a quarantine imposed by the director or the United States department of agriculture, is liable for
any damages to plants, plant products, natural resources, or agricultural, silvicultural, or horticultural products
or resources resulting from the violation, including, but not limited to, costs incurred to investigate, monitor,
prevent, or minimize such damages.

(8) As used in this section, "person" means that term as defined in section 16a.
(9) Beginning September 1, 2005, violations described in this section are not subject to section 24 or 26.
History: Add. 2005, Act 53, Imd. Eff. June 27, 2005.
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